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These 
pictures 
show a

rain garden with a close-up of 
the curb cut.  This rain garden 
operates at a very-minimal level 
because the entrance at the curb 
cut has filled with sediment and 
subsequent vegetation growth 
which results in only heavy 
rainfalls causing water to enter 
into the basin.  Thus, this fails to 
keep the water where it fell.  

For more information on Rain Gardens go to www.ricecreek.
org and search “Rain Gardens.”

Rain, Rain, Go Away
Rain Gardens! Good Idea or Bad 
Idea? What is more important 
to life, air or water? An endless 
and senseless argument as both 
are needed though air is more 
urgent eventually the absence 
of water results in the same 
ending.

Rain Gardens are a great idea under the philosophy 
that you should keep the fallen raindrop in the general 
area where it fell. It replenishes the groundwater and 
reduces flooding downstream. Our former system of 
trying to capture every drop, direct it into a storm 
sewer and send it on its way fails to replenish the 
groundwater, causes flooding downstream, and 
carries sediment and other contaminate resulting in 
new deltas and kill zones in the Gulf of Mexico.

Where is the happy medium? 
The final answer lies in the future as we journey 
on trying to find the balance between capture and 
removal. Fortunate as we are with water, keeping 
the raindrop here has and will continue to cause 
flooding given our high water table. In fact, we have 
more cases of local flooding (wet basements) than 
any time in our history. However, over the past 12 
months and 5 years we have set all-time rainfall 
records. It is wet!

Can Rain Gardens help achieve this balance?
Yes, they can but they have to be constructed 
properly, planted with appropriate perennials, and 
maintained on a regular basis.

Above Average 
Precipitation
Above average 

precipitation has 
resulted in ground 
water levels being 
higher and more 
water standing in 
storm water ponds 
and in some cases 

local storm sewers backing up, not draining. Public Works is 
performing maintenance on outfalls and other storm water 
infrastructure.
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Mayor’s Message Finance
Year 2020 Levy and 
Budget Information
The City Council has to 
approve a preliminary 
property tax levy for 2020 
by September 30, 2019. This 
preliminary levy will be used by Ramsey County 
to produce the individual proposed property tax 
notices that will be mailed to property owners in 
mid-November. A Truth-in-Taxation public hearing 
will be held on Monday, December 2, 2019, 6:00 
p.m., at the Mounds View City Council Chambers 
to take public input regarding the budget and 
property tax levy. A continuation hearing will be 
held on December 9, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. if needed. 
Final adoption of the levy and budget will probably 
occur at the City Council meeting on December 
9, 2019, subject to public input at these meetings. 
The actual levy can be less than the preliminary 
property tax levy, but not greater.

City Property Tax Levy
The City is considering a General Fund base levy 
increase of 4% - 4.3% for 2020, a 0.37% levy increase 
for the Police Officer referendum, and a 0.06% 
debt service levy increase to pay for the SBM fire 
equipment and the Public Works facility. The total 
levy would increase between 4.43% and 4.73% 
over 2018. The City has completed all the streets in 
the Street Improvement Program and has begun 
to focus on streets that were not included in the 
program. The County will provide the complete 
impact for all taxing authorities in the Truth 
in Taxation notices that will be mailed in mid-
November.

If you have any questions about the City’s finances 
please contact the Finance Director, Mark Beer at 
763-717–4011 or mark.beer@moundsviewmn.org. 
Preliminary budget information is located on the 
City’s website: moundsviewmn.org/government/
city_departments/finance under Download 
Documents.

Dear neighbors and friends, 
I hope that we have put this incredibly wet and stormy season 
behind us and can look forward to the cooler temperatures 
and beautiful colors that fall will bring. 

Around the Town: Thanks to the tireless efforts of our Parks, 
Recreation and Forestry Commission, and Public Works team, 
the new playground and picnic area at City Hall Park was 
finally dedicated on August 2nd with a ribbon cutting at the 
“Splashdown”, our new splash pad. Kudos to Council Member 
Bergeron, who suggested the name as a tribute to the 50th 
Anniversary of man’s first steps on the moon, and the Council 
wholeheartedly agreed. I hope you visit our newest park soon. 

The Boulevard project on the corner of Mounds View 
Boulevard and Groveland Road is nearing completion. It 
brings 63 workforce/affordable apartment homes to our 
community with amenities including underground parking 
and washer/dryer units within each apartment. 

After a late closing on the sale of the Crossroad Pointe 
property, we hope the groundbreaking will still occur this fall 
on the 128-market rate apartment homes planned for the 
heart of our City. With underground parking and too many 
amenities to mention, this project fills a housing need for 
multiple generations within our community. 

Looking forward:  The next big thing for Mounds View is 

the 2020 Census. It is important that every man, woman, and 
child in our City is counted to ensure Federal & State funding 
is appropriated correctly and our schools and other agencies 
can plan for future needs of our residents. Please plan to 
participate. 

If you have questions, contact a Council Member or check our 
city website for more information. 

Thank you for being great neighbors and friends, and building 
community together with events like Festival in the Park and 
Nite to Unite. I look forward to great things coming our way. 

Warmest regards,   
Carol A. Mueller

Citizen of the Year 2019
Nominate someone as the 2019 Citizen of the Year. 
Details and the application are available on the 
City’s website at www.moundsviewmn.org 
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City Administrators Report

Council Member Sherry Gunn receives 
Outstanding Leadership Award
Council member Sherry Gunn was recognized by the 
Minnesota Women in City Government Association as 
the Elected Official of the Year for her tireless work and 
advocacy for Mounds View Residents over the past 19 
years. The Award was presented at this year’s League of 
Minnesota Cities Annual Dinner and Awards Banquet 
attended by more than 1,000 local government leaders.

Police Department Remodel
After two years of assessment, review, planning and 
budgeting the much-needed remodel/upgrades to the 
Police Department will begin in August with completion 
anticipated by Thanksgiving.

The major components include construction and 
installation of showers, creation of a hardened detention 
room, and construction of a soft interview room. Security 
upgrades will also be added to the main building 
primarily ensuring security controls limiting access to 
non-public areas.

Council approved a budget of $267,000 for the entire 
project; construction, design/engineering, and furnishings.

The future of democracy – civic 
engagement
At this year’s annual League of Minnesota Cities 
Conference, attended by four of the five Council 
Members along with myself and our Assistant City 
Administrator Brian Beeman, the keynote speaker was 
a self-described “activist” from our neighbors to the 
North; Toronto Canada.

It would have been easy to be dismissive given his 
frazzled appearance, faded jeans and well-worn sneakers 
should one judge others simply by appearance. From 
his first utterance to his last (90 minutes later) the 600 
plus attendees while not quite mesmerized; embraced 
his message – If democracy is under attack (everyone 
can decide that on their own) it is in large part due 
to the combination of government failing to embrace 
residents/citizens understanding that democracies 
only work if citizens engage. Both are required to exert 
similar energy/effort.

Embrace is my word versus his but his message and 
suggestions (Local Motion – The Art of Civic Engagement 
in Toronto, Dave Meslin) provide realistic ideas that 
cities across our two great nations are taking up. Of the 
many detailed in his book, Mounds View has, is or will 
be doing and they include:

• Expanding the circle of notification on 
development projects and including easy to 
understand information as well as maps, photos, 
and diagrams.

• Upon receiving a citizen concern or complaint, as 
soon as possible staff travels out to the location to 
meet with the resident/business owner on their 
property.

• Redesign of the web page in effort to make 
information more readily accessible.

• Substantial outreach program by our Police 
Department with nearly one outreach event per 
week.

• Live broadcast of all council, workshop and 
commission meetings.

Author, artist, activist Meslin opines things that matter 
to us most on a daily basis – roads, sewer, water and 
schools happen at the City level. Council and staff 
continue to do our best to engage with residents and 
welcome suggestions on how we may continue to 
improve your quality of life in the City of Mounds View.
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Public Safety

Beware Speeders –  
PD has a new tool,  A Cloaking Device!
Speeding, especially on city and county residential streets is 
one of the most common complaints the City Council and Police 
Department receive. We have limited resources (three police officers 
on per shift) and a multitude of “straight roads”; Mounds View 
Boulevard, Long Lake Road, County Road H, County Road H2, and 
County Road I coupled with similar City residential streets such as 
Groveland, Red Oak, Quincy, Sherwood, Ardan, etc. There is much to 
patrol with limited resources.

Since the last Mounds View Matters, two MAJOR developments 
have occurred with respect to traffic enforcement, the purchase and 
outfitting of our “ghost car” pictured above and the designation of a 
“traffic car” which is the ghost car. The traffic car is wholly committed 
to traffic only enforcement (sans a major type of emergency) for the 
entire shift.

Results based on one month of operation, and in combination with 
all-time record levels of increased enforcement (first quarter 2019), 
our Police Department will make over 4,000 stops and issue over 
1,000 citations in 2019 (citations are issued when speed level, driver 
behavior, and other factors warrant).

Introducing Our Police 
Records/Evidence 
Technician Hanna
The Mounds View Police Department hired 
Police Records/Evidence Technician Hanna in 
June. Hanna comes to the City with five years 
customer service/security officer experience. 
Hanna graduated from Alexandria Technical 
College with a degree in Law Enforcement.

SBM 
Fire Department 
75th Anniversary 
Celebration
Saturday 
September 14, 2019 
National Sports 
Center—Blaine

WWW.SBMFIRE.ORG
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Public Safety

                                 Quick tips to keep your family  
                           and home fire safe:
• Cooking: When you cook, “stand by your pan”. Cooking is the number 

one cause of fire. Never leave cooking unattended.

• Smoking: If you smoke, water is your friend. When you discard your 
cigarettes, only do so in water. Never extinguish them in planters, on 
the deck, or in the garbage without dousing them.

• Candles: Use flameless. No fires. No burns. No animals or children 
harmed. They smell good and last long.

• Extension cords: Use surge protectors, not inexpensive cords. Cheaper 
cords are made for only a temporary use.

• Carbon Monoxide (CO): Have a digital CO alarm. Mount within 10 
feet of the bedrooms. Carbon Monoxide emergencies are the number 
one call to 911 for the Spring Lake Park-Blaine-Mounds View Fire 
Department.

• Safe Escape: Give your family peace of mind. Name a place to meet 
in an emergency that is outside, on the side of the street of your home. 
Then practice it. Have working smoke alarms in all bedrooms and 
halls outside, and each level. Keep all bedroom doors closed at night. 
That buys you valuable time and temporary protection.

Take a fun quiz online for more information: virtualcrr.com/survey/sbm-
fire. Would you like a Firefighter visit for a free, personalized check of 
your home? Again, it is free, confidential and done at your convenience. If 
needed, free smoke alarms can be installed, you receive a free Radon test, 
CO alarm check, help with your escape plan and so much more. Call 763-
767-4003 to sign up.

Neighborhood 
Resource Officer
The Mounds View Police Department 
has created three new positions 
within our agency to assist in 
specializing resources and providing 
excellent service to the residents of 
Mounds View. An additional Officer 
was added in 2017 to make our agency 
21 strong and allowing an Officer to 
serve with the Ramsey County drug 
task force. One officer was assigned 
to Summer Traffic Enforcement. The 
Neighborhood Resource Officer was 
added to support all community 
outreach, programs, social media, and 
neighborhood assistance.

The Neighborhood Resource Officer 
role was assigned to Officer Kirsten 
Heineman of the Mounds View Police 
Department. Officer Heineman has 
been on the department for 10 years. 
She has served in the Patrol Unit and 
started coordinating outreach events 
a few years ago, making the transition 
to this new position a smooth one. 
Officer Heineman coordinates 
Neighborhood Watch, Night to Unite 
events, Crime Free Multi-Housing, and 
all community outreach events like 
Shop with a Cop, Cones with a Cop, 
and Coffee with a Cop.

As the Neighborhood Resource 
Officer, Officer Heineman hopes to 
strengthen the relationship between 
the police and the community by 
reconnecting with residents outside 
of calls for service. Officer Heineman 
handles all social media for the police 
department on Nextdoor.com, Twitter, 
and Instagram. Please contact her 
with questions or comments and tag 
our agency in your posts! 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Did You Know?
Raking leaves into the street or piling onto the 
Right-of-Way is illegal. While some neighboring 
cities pick up leaves piled in the street, Mounds 
View does not. Leaves raked into the street can 
be washed into storm sewers causing flooding 
from plugged pipes or resulting in degraded 
water quality in our streams and water bodies. 
In addition, piled leaves can kill lawn grass if 
left alone for several days. This applies to lawn 
clippings as well. When mowing your lawn 
please don’t discharge the clippings into the 
gutter or on the street. Instead please keep the 
clippings on your property. Please do not blow 
or pile leaves or grass clippings in the streets, 
boulevards, or stormwater infiltration basins 
(if you have one).

We Count 2020 Census
The US Census is taken on April 1 of every tenth year. 
Mounds View’s 2010 population was 12,155, and is 
estimated to be 13,328 as of 2017.  Census data is one 
of multiple data sources used to determine federal and 
state funding allocations, such as school lunch programs 
and affordable housing programs.  Businesses often refer 
to Census data when deciding where to locate or expand, 
based on population, income, age, and commuting time.  
Mounds View receives 10% of its revenue through Local 
Government Aid from the state, partially based on 
population. 

Mounds View is divided into four Census Tracts. The 
Census Bureau and the Minnesota Demographic Center 
is paying special attention to tracts that have been 
historically hard to count, which includes the area east of 
Long Lake Road and south of County Road I. The Census 
Bureau predicts a 62% response rate in this tract, whereas 
the rest of City has a predicted 82% response rate. 

Ramsey County, Saint Paul, and a number of its suburbs 
have formed a Complete Count Committee, for targeted 
outreach to these hard to count populations, and is in 
need of volunteers, especially those representing seniors, 
renters, persons of color, persons who are foreign born, 
and persons fluent in Spanish and Hmong. The intent is 
for volunteers to conduct outreach at popular community 
events. If you would like to participate please contact Jon 
Sevald, Community Development Director; (763) 717-
4022 or jon.sevald@moundsviewmn.org. 

The Census Bureau is hiring hundreds of Enumerators 
in Minnesota, paying $16.50 per hour (in Ramsey 
County), plus mileage and other reimbursements. More 
information can be found at 2020census.gov/en/jobs

Do you need help with a building 
project?
The Mounds View Community Development Department urges you 
to visit Mounds View’s website. There you can find many different 
informational handouts on construction and home improvement. 
They also offer many valuable resources for energy savings and 
maintenance, permitting, and general building safety. Visit www.
MoundsViewMN.org >> Government >> Community Development >> 
Building Information.

Building codes save lives by incorporating the latest technologies 
and helping ensure the safest, most resilient 

structures where we live, work and play. The 
International Building and Fire Codes 
adopted by our State and community are the 

most widely used and adopted set of building 
safety codes in the U.S. and around the world.

Skyline Motel Update
The City has purchased the Skyline Motel for redevelopment. Prior to removal of the structure the 
Mounds View Police Department and Spring Lake Park – Blaine – Mounds View Fire Department 
were able to utilize the structure for forcible entry and live burn training respectively. Plans continue 
forward with the developer who has proposed an 80-unit hotel project. Goal is to start site preparation 
this fall but likely will be next spring.
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PUBLIC WORKS

Where to Bring Leaves, Grass 
Clippings, Trees, and Other Yard 
Waste
Mounds View residents may dispose of yard waste at designated 
Ramsey County compost collection sites. These sites are free 
and open to Ramsey County residents only.

Ramsey County has a compost site in Mounds View located at 
8307 Long Lake Road within Ardan Park. The Mounds View site 
only accepts leaves, grass, pumpkins, garden waste, and other 
non-woody plant materials. Brush is accepted at the Ramsey 
County site in Arden Hills located at 3530 Hudson Avenue. (No 
stumps are accepted.)  Questions?  Call 651-633-EASY (3279) 

2020 Street Project
The City is in the process of rehabilitating streets not 
included in the 2007 Street Rehabilitation Plan. The 2020 
proposed project includes Quincy Street from County 
Road H2 to County Road I. Property owners will notice 
surveyor markings and stakes, please do not remove 
these, this information is gathered for the design process 
of the project.

Sewer Backup? Call the City First
The Mounds View Public Works Department suggests 
that any resident experiencing a sewer backup call the 
Public Works Department immediately so the sewer 
main can be checked for blockages. Contact Public Works 
at 763-717-4050, Monday - Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.; 
after hour’s assistance call Ramsey County Dispatch at 
651-484-9155.

Emerald Ash Borer
An EAB injection program has been established with 
Rainbow Treecare. With this program, high valued Ash 
trees in City Parks and on City grounds would be injected 
with the goal to help slow the ash borer down while 
planting a new tree to replace the current ash tree. 

The approved program will also provide services to the 
businesses and homeowners of Mounds View to inject 
their private Ash trees.  Rainbow Treecare will be sending 
postcards in the late fall/early winter and at various times 
throughout the year regarding the program. If interested, 
please contact Rainbow Treecare at 952-922-3810 and ask 
them about the Mounds View program!

Who Do I Call?
Mounds View Public Works: 763-717-4050
(Monday – Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.)
E-mail: publicworks@moundsviewmn.org

Ramsey County Dispatch: 651-484-9155
(For City emergencies outside normal business hours)

Ramsey County Public Works: 651-266-7100
(For all concerns with the following roadways)
• County Road 10 • County Road H
• Silver Lake Road • County Road I 
     (Silver Lake Rd. to I-35W)
• Long Lake Road • Old Highway 8

Xcel Energy:
1-800-960-6235 (To report a street light outage)
1-800-895-1999 (To report a power outage)
1-800-895-2999 (To report a gas leak)
www.xcelenergy.com

Water/Sewer Utility Billing: 763-717-4014



What’s Happening 
at Mounds View 
Library
Stop in and check out the 

Job Corner! Up-to-date job 

postings, resume tips, career 

workshop information, and 

more. Find out more about  

Ramsey County Library on 

their website at www.
rclreads.org
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City Hall
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www.moundsviewmn.org 

Police Department 
763-717-4070 Main Line 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
651-484-9155 Dispatch

After Hours & Weekends 
9-1-1 Emergencies

Public Works
2466 Bronson Drive 
763-717-4050 Main Line 
Monday–Friday, 7:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
publicworks@moundsviewmn.org

City Council 2019
Council Member: Bill Bergeron   
City Hall: 763-717-4003   
Home:  763-780-2937

Council Member: Al Hull  
City Hall: 763-717-4004 
Home:  763-600-1102

Mayor Carol Mueller 
City Hall: 763-717-4006  
Mobile:  763-458-2719

Council Member Gary Meehlhause  
City Hall: 763-717-4007  
Home:  763-780-9695

Council Member Sherry Gunn  
City Hall: 763-717-4005  
Mobile:  612-619-4333

Mounds View Community Center 

5394 Edgewood Drive | Mounds View, MN 55112

The Community Resource Fair is a FREE one-day, one-stop event to provide 

service and support for individuals in the community. Provided: Free lunch, a kid 

fun zone, and giveaways!

 Hosted by the  

 Mounds View Community Center, Ralph Reeder Food Shelf 

      and Pursuit Community Church

  Find out more about the Community Resource Fair &   

Family Fun Day at www.mvcommunityfair.com


